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Lift Off Their Future: Your Gift Helps a Student Take Flight
AeroStar is changing lives—one future aviator at a time. Your support helps us
remove financial barriers and provide paid internships, flight training, drone
I:I i J-l-p.r O certification, AMT training, and STEM exposure to students who are
underrepresented in the aviation workforce.

DONATE NOW avioninstitute.org
Our Website


https://avioninstitute.app.neoncrm.com/campaigns/2025-giving-tuesday
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134393049806/d52d6bcc-3e31-49da-a38e-024e043ab496
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134393049806/d52d6bcc-3e31-49da-a38e-024e043ab496
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Griffin Museum of Science & Industry
Science Work

Our day at the science museum was refreshing and a whole lot of fun. We had
over 600 youth and families come through, and it was amazing to see them all

get hands-on with our compact version of aviation. With our flight simulator and
our glider project in full swing, the kids really got to dive into the different sides

of aviation and just have a blast exploring.

On top of all that fun, we also had a chance to share information about our
remarkable programs at AeroStar. It was a great opportunity to spark that love
of aviation in the next generation and inspire the kids who might just be a part
of the future of aviation.
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SIU United Airlines Career Day (Flight
Pipeline Students)

Three of our dedicated AeroStar Flight Talent Pipeline students recently had
the amazing opportunity to attend Southern lllinois University: Carbondale for
their annual United Airlines Career Day. This event is a special gateway for
Chicagoland high school students who are serious about aviation, giving them
a behind-the-scenes look at the journey from student to professional aviator.

Our students checked in at O’'Hare, teamed up with the SIU and United
Airlines crew, explored a range of aviation careers, met airline professionals,
and got a real feel for what it’s like to be in an aviation college environment.
They represented AeroStar with pride, showing their dedication,
professionalism, and true passion for the field.

Moments like these are proof that the pipeline we’ve built is truly setting the
next generation up for long-term success.






AeroSpark K—4 Halloween Aviation
Exploration Day
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Our youngest AeroStars brought a whole lot of excitement to the STEM Station
during our AeroSpark Halloween Aviation Exploration Day! Our K—4th graders
had a fun-filled afternoon making their own gliders, learning about aircraft
parts, exploring the forces of flight, and building mini rockets. The energy was
high as the kids mixed creativity with STEM learning in a Halloween-themed



environment.

A special highlight of the day was our Best Costume Contest, and this year’s
winner totally wowed everyone with her incredible Wednesday Addams
costume.

It was an unforgettable day filled with learning, laughter, creativity, and
community—exactly what AeroStar is all about. And that’s really why we have
AeroSpark in the first place: to start sparking that love for aviation early on and
open up a whole new world for our youth.

ARING FUN FOR FOR KIDS!

BUILD A GLIDER
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Are you ready to embark an an exciting and educational sourney in
aviation's Balsa Wood Glider Plane Project, in collaboration with our
friends at STIIX, offers you the opportunity to build a glider from scratch.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

Hands-0n Glider Construction: Learn to build your own balsa wood
glider from scratch.

Educational Resources: Access step-by-step instructional videos-and
comprehensive teacher resources, including lesson plans, how-to sheets,
activity guides, quizzes, and answer keys.

STEM Learning: Explore topicsand incredible opportunties surrounding
the aviation industry before getting the chance to build a wonderful glider
plane for yourself! !

For Grades 8 & Up: Whether you're an aviation enthusiast a student
looking for a captivating engineering project, or simply someone who love
working with your hands, this project is designed to inspire and educate.

GET STARTED TODAY!

Visit our website to learn more and order your glider plane kit:
https://avioninstitute.org/build-a-glider/

. programs@avioninstitute.org
CONTACT US: (312) 883-6383 9 Q @

@avioninstitute

Are you ready to embark on an exciting and educational journey in aviation? Our
Balsa Wood Glider Plane Project, in collaboration with our friends at STIIX, offers
you the opportunity to build a glider from scratch, providing a hands-on experience
that will not only satisfy your passion for flight but also enhance your understanding
of the science behind it!


https://avioninstitute.org/build-a-glider/
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DATE: FEB 14TH - APRIL NTH 2026
SATURDAY'’S ONLY

9 AM-1PM

COST: $100
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GRADES 5-8 & 9-12
AVIATION, SPACE, CAREERS, PROJECTS, 10001 S. WOODLAWN
GUEST SPEAKERS NEW TDL BUILDING

FLIGHT SIMULATORS, FIELD TRIPS CHICAGO, IL 60628
HAVE A QUESTION? CONTACT
DPROGRAMS@AVIONINSTITUTE.ORG

OLIVE HARVEY COLLEGE

AeroStar Spring Program 2026 — Register Now!

Take flight with AeroStar Avion Institute this spring! From February 14th to April
11th, students in grades 5—8 and 9—12 will explore aviation and space through
hands-on projects, career exposure, flight simulators, field trips, and more. This
Saturday-only program is perfect for learners interested in STEM, aerospace,
engineering, and the future of flight.

Scholarships are available — don’t miss this opportunity to launch your journey in
aviation!

Hosted at Olive Harvey College | 9 AM—1 PM |

$100 Program Fee includes:
o Hands-on materials & activities
o Guest speaker sessions
e AField trip
e Program snacks
e Student program T-shirts



¢ And more...

Questions? Email programs@avioninstitute.org

Sign up here

On the Radar

Major Hiring Push by the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA)

The FAA is set to hire nearly 9,000 air traffic controllers over the next three years,
responding to demand for qualified talent in managing airspace.

This represents a significant opportunity for students and early-career professionals
interested in aviation operations, safety management, or tower/radar roles. The move also
underscores how robust staffing is becoming a strategic priority across the industry.

Air Canada Expands “Autism
Aviation Days” Program

Resource: simpleflying.com


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1974980265138?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://simpleflying.com/faa-hire-nearly-9000-atc-3-years/

Air Canada, working with the Air Canada Foundation and partners, has expanded its
“Autism Aviation Days” initiative to seven Canadian cities in 2025, helping over 450
children and their families become familiar with air travel in a supportive, low-stress
environment.

This is an inspiring example of how aviation outreach and inclusivity can go hand-in-hand.
It highlights the value of making aviation accessible and welcoming to all, not just in terms
of workforce entry but also passenger experience.

Resource: www.travelpulse.com


https://www.travelpulse.com/voices/blogs/air-canada-expands-autism-aviation-days-program#:~:text=Image: Autism Aviation Day (Photo,this meaningful initiative next year.%22

Scholarship

The WIA Foundation is pleased to provide scholarships to those who identify as
women, who are interested in a career in the aerospace field to pursue higher
education degrees in engineering, math or science.

Apply Here

YOUR CONTRIBUTION CAN CHANGE LIVES!

DONATE TODAY!

You can help expand our mission to train and employ youth in this exciting
industry. Now, more than ever, we need your help. To give, click HERE. Your
donation is tax-deductible, and 100% of your gift goes toward training the next
generation of aviation and aerospace professionals.

Invest in the passion...the mission...the future of aviation.. DONATE FOR
GIVING TUESDAY Now!

Give Wings to Dreams!


https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/women-in-aerospace-foundation-scholarship
https://avioninstitute.app.neoncrm.com/campaigns/2025-giving-tuesday
https://avioninstitute.app.neoncrm.com/campaigns/major-gifts-2024
https://avioninstitute.app.neoncrm.com/campaigns/2025-giving-tuesday
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